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The church year has gone by. We
have started the season of Ad-
vent. Please note the various ac-
tivities that will help us focus on
the Coming of Christ — past, pre-
sent, and future. To prepare for
that coming is what Advent is
about.

Our hearts and minds need to be
receptive to His Presence. Mary,
the Mother of our Lord, is a won-
derful example of such receptive-
ness. After the announcement
from Gabriel that she would give
birth to the Son of God, she even-
tually responded with “Here am |,
the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.”
She was receptive to bearing the
Son of God in spite of all the situa-

tions that that would bring up.

As we celebrate Advent this year,
we need to open up our hearts and
minds to receive Jesus again and
again — including His final coming.
Might you pray for such a response
this year. . ..

On a personal note, thank you to
the congregation and friends for
the wonderful outpouring of gifts for
our Mortgage Reduction BBQ and
for your commitment to the congre-
gation in the year ahead. You
have voted to call Janet West as
an AIM and to service within our
setting. May God bless those deci-
sions and guide us together into
the future.

The magi were guided by a star.
We are guided by the Light — the

Son of God. O come let us adore
Him.
Pastor Steve

MORTGAGE REDUCTION 2009

We've raised over $13,800! This will sig-
nificantly reduce the principal on the mort-
gage for the Living Faith Center. Thank
you all for your generosity and good stew-
ardship.
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A service of
hope, peace,
joy, and love
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Healing: Virgil & Rose Mullins, Pat & Bob
Phillips, Tim Smith, Branch Zuniga.
Shut-Ins: Mary Ann Hadan, Gwen Pre-
ston. Family Members: Carol Bitner,
Arlo Buckley, Gerri Craig (Linda Todd's
mom), Lena Doering, Norm Frey, Vi
Greenwald, Lorraine Petersen, Bob &
Lorna Rainey, Kelli Travers. Friends of
Congregation: Alice Hernandez, Cassie
Hovland, Sally Houston, Wyatt Anthony
Kamp, Howard Lingg, Debbie Martin,
Bruce Moilan, Karen Montzka (Virg &
Rose Mullins’ daughter), Anita Sanchez,
Patty Schneider, Midori Schnose, Lucy
Snearly, Ed & Gloria Speck, John Stegall,
Mike Taylor, Bob Wagg, Jon Young. In
military  service: Cody Crumpler
(relative of the Todd's), David Lamborn
(Jerry & Vicky Ervine’s grandson), Sgt.
Elizabeth Nyquist (Danny & Lydia Olsen’s
daughter), Bryan Phillips (Esther Olsen’s
grandson), Ramiro Sandoval (Burnhams’
son); Brian Ruiz (cousin of Ruiz family),
Michael Sanchez (Linda Todd's grand-
son), Tony Soderquist (nephew of De-
laneys), and David Westfall (grandson of
Gwen Preston). For the family & friends
of Gene Christian, who passed from life
through death to life eternal on Nov. 1.
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Bible Classes for Everyone

GOOD GOD QUESTIONS: We'll address the questions you always wanted to
ask. Janet West leads Sundays at 8:15 am in Classroom C.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES meet at 9:15 am in the LFC.

THE JESUS | NEVER KNEW BIBLE STUDY: This book gives a moving and
refreshing portrait of the central figure of history. From the manger in Bethle-
hem to the cross in Jerusalem, Yancey presents a complex character that gen-
erates questions as well as answers. Meet at 9:30 AM in Classroom C. Leader
— Kathy Herzberg

CONFIRMATION CLASS meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the choir room.

“A GRAND MIRACLE”: God became human. This advent study by C. S.
Lewis continues Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the Library. Janet leads.

“A LAMENTER, A DREAMER & TWO PRETTY GOOD LEADERS”: Pastor
Steve leads the next study of People of Faith on Rachel, Joseph, Moses and
Joshua on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall beginning Dec. 3.

THE LEARINING COMMITTEE will meet Thursday, Dec. 3 at 6:30 pm in the
Friendship room. Learning is not just for beginners. We learn at all ages and
stages of our lives. Come help us meet these needs.

OSLC Prayer Chain

A number of us pray for people in
need of prayers for various reasons.
If you would like to be a part of the
confidential e-mail prayer chain,

please talk to Janet.
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It is so good to be HOME! God has been and continues to be so good to
me and | thank Him daily for all of you. At the end of October | participated
in the second of 2 pilot programs sponsored by ELCA World Hunger. |
spent 4 days in Waco at the World Hunger center and learned so much that
| could write a book. Early next year we will plan a time for me to share
what | learned with you all. For now | am focused on two projects that were
given great emphasis at the meeting. Feeding the hungry in our communi-
ties and planting gardens.

\y Our Listening Hands ministry is up and running and is dedi-
s g9L.~ cated to working with families with children to provide food,
=6, ”2.' education, and encouragement. After 2 Saturdays we have 5

d families and are praying for more. Yolanda Rios from the Hi-
dalgo County Extension Service has come each week to
teach both moms and children about food. Good eating hab-

its, how to prepare nutritious food, food safety, and how to shop for food are
among the topics being shared. At the outset we determined we wanted to
teach and be involved with our families, not just hand out food. We have
them fill out an information sheet about themselves and their children and
then ask them in what other ways we could help them. Every mom said
they would like English lessons. Mmm...another opportunity to serve.

At our council meeting in November | gave them a

brief description of my work in Waco and was

given permission to form a “GARDEN COMMIT-

TEE” here at OSLC. We have many locations

that we can use to plant food, vegetables and fruit

to help supply our food pantry as well as to teach

our families how they too can plant and supply

themselves with food. So here is your chance to

be involved in this new “GARDENING MINISTRY”. We will have an initial
meeting on Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at 10:00 AM. If you are at all
interested please join us as we make our initial plans. The head of the
McAllen Community Garden has agreed to be our adviser. All green
thumbs are welcome!

At the meeting in Waco as we heard all the different ways the ELCA works
to fight hunger | sat there being so proud of this wonderful congregation.
You do great things in this place. We are truly blessed by your many minis-
tries of love and caring. God Bless you all. Janet




BIRTHDAYS

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PEN.... @

Hallelujah!!! ‘Tis the Season — already. | know this because our winter family is back and

filling the sanctuary with the music of many voices. Another clue is our church is beautifully 1 Adilyn Pehrson
decorated to celebrate our Savior's birth. What a busy and joyous time of the year! ... We 3 Rose Mullins
have had our Stewardship drive and are busy getting all the numbers together so the Fi- 4 Joan Ortenstone
nance Committee can submit a final budget to the Council. If you haven't sent or turned in 5 William Borowski
your giving estimate please do so immediately. It will be much easier to set our budget if 6 Marguerite Baumann
we have as much information as possible to work with. Thank you to those of you who 6 Josh Burnham
have already responded. And, just in case you didn't know, we accept giving estimates 7 Bob Bauer

from associate members and youth as well as our regular members. (This is a hint to our 7 Karen Hovland
L.O.S.T. youth. Now is a good time to start a good habit.) ..... There are so many special 7 Yolanda Riesterer
activities this month. Be sure to take the church calendar and use it to mark your activity 8 Samantha Drewry
calendar so you don’t miss anything. Because Les and | don't do the shopping/gift thing, 8 lan Eason

we don't want to miss any of the special activities that help us celebrate and enjoy the feel- 9 Sally Askins

ings of love and companionship shared during the Advent season. ..... There is much that 9 Tim Smith

has happened in our world this year that has been difficult to accept and understand, but, 11 Marlene Fasse
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Barb Lundgren
Hal Schultz
Burnie Olsen
Roy Jackson
Luke Beasley
Colleen Bitner
Madalynn Schlaefer
Jean Sondrol
Joe Ertman
Travis Fowler
Jeanne Fuentes

have no doubt, our heavenly Father knows what we are going through and wants us to
know He is with us through it all. I'm reminded of a chorus | sung years ago that went....
'God can do anything, anything, anything,

God can do anything, but fail,
He can save, He will keep, satisfy, joy complete,
God can do anything, but fail.

| pray you will have a blessed and Spirit filled Christmas.

With love and peace,

Lynne
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Virgil Mullins
Carmen Steiner
Helen Ellefson

Pam Von Rosenberg
Evelyn Lawrence
Irene Robinson
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SYNOD AWARDS GRANT TO OSLC

The SW Texas Synod has awarded Our Savior a $2,000 grant as part of its Mission &
Ministry Opportunity Grants program. The purpose of the grant program is to provide
financial support to help “equip the people of God to be instruments of God's love” in
new and inventive ways.
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We received $1000 last year to help with the Summer Music & Activities for Kids and
the Synod Executive Committee approved our request for $2000 this year. Our SMAK
program has certainly met the criteria of “new and inventive” and we are seeing the re-
sults of the program — families in our church, the neighborhood and the community at
large have been touched. Our thanks go to the Synod office for its recognition of this
program.

February 6, 2010
Tickets will go on sale
mid December.

OSLC Dime Minis-

FAITH JOURNEYS

ANNIVERSARIES

try: The dimes from SERVICE
the 4th quarter will be | Thursday, December 17 | 3 Gary & Judy Colbenson
used to buy yarn for 6:30 p.m. 9 Vern & Joan Einhorn

9 Stan & Veretta Johannsen

kits to make the
Prayer Shawls. Save
your dimes and bring
them to church on
the last Sunday of
the month.

in the Sanctuary

Have faith, believe heal-
ing will come and ask
God to send His healing
Spirit to us.

10
11
22
28

Michael & Tammy Day
Carlos & Sue Wadgymar
Carney & Burnie Olsen
David & Carmen Steiner

A Word of Thanks...

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS New white paraments have
been donated to OSLC by

I'We would like to order (how Joan Ortenstone.

many) poinsettias to decorate the church. Please make checks to Our Savior Lutheran
Church and mark them Poinsettias. Each plant is $6.00. Send your order slip to the office
or place it in the box in the Narthex marked Poinsettias.

In Honor of

In Memory of
To the Glory of God ( )

Total amount enclosed




SHARING AND CARING

ON COMMUNION SUNDAYS we collect items for our outreach programs. On Dec. 6 we will collect new or
gently used clothes or money to purchase clothing for needy children of all sizes up to 12. This replaces our Undie
Sunday this year. On Dec. 20, it's canned meats . You may leave them on the “Our Savior Cares” table in the Narthex.
Thank you for your faithful support.

PIECEMAKERS meet every Tuesday from 9:00am to 3:00pm. Bring your own lunch and join us for good fel-
lowship as we make the quilts that warm the needy. The quilts we have made this year will be dedicated to God on
Sunday, Nov. 22 and then will be given away. A report on how many and where they went will appear in the next news-
letter.

THE SHARING & CARING COMMITTEE will meet Thursday, Dec. 3 at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. Join us!!

The Sharing and Caring Ministry
is offering the books with coupons
valued over $2,500 for lots of valley The Rio Grande Valley Concert Band invites

businesses. They are $10 each. you to a special concert.
Help support our many social minis- Sunday, December 20
tries & save money, too!. 3:00 p.m
Funds raised benefit OSLC Music Ministry. Living Faith Center
Country Gospel Jam
First Sunday of Every Month
December 6
January 3 2:00 — 4:30 P.M.
February 7 In the Sanctuary
March 7 Spread the word!
-nete+ M 001 Second Season
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC SIXTEENTH ANNUAL POLKA SERVICE
You can have your blood pressure taken Sunday, January 31, 2010
by registered nurse Mary Lovig on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month during the win- 8:00 and 9:30 AM

ter. Mary will be in the Library in the LFC
beginning Sunday, Dec. 13 from 9:00 to
9:30 and from 10:30 to 11:00.

Living Faith Center
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